
Setting up a blog hub 
 
One of the most common bits of feedback that moderators give to centres in 
their reports is that it would be helpful if the centre could set up a blog hub to 
link to their candidatesʼ work. A number of colleagues have asked how to go 
about this, so I decided it would be helpful to do a step by step guide, using 
the most common blogging platform, Blogger.com 
 
1. Why have a hub? 
 
There are three main reasons; the first is that it makes access to the 
candidatesʼ research and planning (and often their finished work and 
evaluations too) much simpler for the moderator, in that the centre just sends 
the URL and the moderator just has to enter one address and then has 
access at the click of a trackpad to each of the candidatesʼ work, avoiding 
mis-typing and a laborious process.  
 
The second, perhaps more importantly, is that it enables you to provide links 
to online resources and to set tasks for your students throughout the course. 
 
The third is that it gives you as a teacher instant access to their blogs so that 
you can keep track of their progress. 
 
1. What do you need to get started? 
 
A googlemail account and then a blogger account. Once you have a gmail 
account, log in and then go to www.blogger.com 
 
You should see this 

 



Sign in wit h your password and this screen will appear 

 
Hit continue to set up your blog 

 



Give your blog a name

 
Choose from the templates on offer 

 
Your blog is created! 



 
When you click to start blogging it will open up a new post for you 

 
You can add images, text, links or embed video, but here we just want to put in links 
to all the student blogs, so I am going to type in the names of three students: 



 
My next step is to turn each of these into a link, by copying the blog URL. First I 
highlighted the name of the first blog 
 

 
Then I opened that blog in a new tab on my browser to copy the address and clicked 
on the link button (see the screengrab above- it says link in blue). This opens another 
window: 
 



 
As you can see, it is asking me to paste in the URL. 

 
Once I have done this and clicked OK, it turns Anna into a live link 
 



 
I then repeat this process with the other blogs from the class until all are live 
 

 
 
I then click Publish and the post is complete 



 
I can then view my blog so far, containing the links to the students’ blogs 

 
I now want to try a different way of setting up links, so I need to go back into my 
blog. I do this by clicking on ‘New Post’ at the top and then on dashboard 

 



 
I have decided to add a links list at the top of the blog, instead of doing it all through 
postings.  I click on ‘Design’ and this opens up 

 
 
this allows me to set up one of many possible ‘gadgets’ on my blog, by clicking ‘add 
a gadget’, which opens up a further window. When I scroll down this window, I come 
to the option to add a links list. 



 
This is the links list option 

 
If I click the + button, it adds it to my blog, opening up this window, which is 
basically asking me what I want to put in there. 



 
If I type in the name of each student in turn and paste in the URL of their blog, adding 
link each time, my list is created. 



 
 
As you can see the list can go on as long as you like 
 



 
 
When finished, I click Save and view blog and now I have the option- either a 
separate list of student blogs at the top of my site or all the blogs within one post. 
 

 
 
So from now on, to access all the student blogs, the only address I need is 
http://peteshub.blogspot.com/ and everything else will be accessible from there. 
 
Hope this helps! Happy blogging! 


